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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Summer seasons often have the effect of reducing online traffic, as snowboard surfers get off their duffs and make merry while they may under the sun.

Of course, the inverse holds true, as well - especially in my own New England.  As a teacher, I'm enjoying "snow days" for the first time in awhile.  But whereas in my youth I would enjoy the outdoors come snow or shine, now I find my computer a tempting means by which to avoid shovelling and sanding.  Now I can listen to my favorite music, catch up on my email, do some writing... and, of course, chat on Syndicomm Online. (I don't know what excuse my southern friends have, but I don't regret their company!)

A year ago this month, we lost one of our own.  Let us continue to enjoy each other's company in whatever seasons we have left to us.

And thanks, Gary, for bringing us together in the first place.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
Palmtops are becoming almost as pervasive as cellular phones... yet recent data show sales of handheld computers are falling.  What factors could be contributing to this trend?  Is it likely to last?  Discuss the state of the palm industry in Category 2, Topic 13: The Tiki Bar.

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
This month in the Macintosh Forum, we look at software used to accomplish various and essential telecommunications tasks.  What's the best program with which a pre-OS X machine can check email?  Find out in Category 11, Topic 2: Connecting to the Internet.  And in Topic 17: FTP Clients, we discuss the upgrade to the popular file transfer protocol program, Transmit.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Not too long ago, one man was blasphemous enough to put an Intel brain inside an Apple's body.  Is something similar with the recently-released Mac Mini?  This complete Macintosh is small enough to find within, say, an Apple IIc case.  We ruminate on the possibilities in Category 17, Topic 1: Across Systems: Apple II <--> Mac.  Meanwhile, in Category 24, Topic 37, announcements and excitement are shared over the release of Silver Platter, a new IIgs Internet tool published by Syndicomm.


Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
To boldly go... nowhere?  If Paramount has its way, the series finale of "Star Trek: Enterprise" will air on May 13th, after which Starfleet's flagship will be put into permanent dry dock.  Trekkers are uniformly outraged, and many are being vocal about their support of this last entry in Gene Roddenberry's universe.  Read the news and how you can help in Category 13, Topic 6: Enterprise.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Two-thousand five will prove a fantastic year for Harry Potter fans, as his tales will be told in both print and film.  On July 16th, line up for your copy of the sixth book, "The Half-Blood Prince".  Who is this prince... and who will die?  A few months later, on November 18th, a cinematic adaptation of the fourth Harry Potter book, "The Goblet of Fire", hits silver screens.  Discuss all things Potter in Category 53, Topic 6: Harry Potter.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2005 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
